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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD REGULAR MEETING of the Board of Trustees of 

the Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Wednesday, June 22, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and via 
video conference. 
 
  Present:  Mayor Gina D. Picinich  
     Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun      
     Trustee Anne B. Bianchi 

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  
Trustee Karen B. Schleimer 

 
        Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 
     Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 
     Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer 
 

   Absent:     
 

 
Wednesday, June 22, 2022 
7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

 
Call in#646-558-8656 or 888-788-0099 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605 
Zoom ID:  870 4376 1605 

 
 Mayor Picinich opened up the meeting and asked everyone to stand and join in the 
pledge of allegiance.  She wanted to take a moment to congratulate all of the local 
graduates hoping that they all find happiness as they move onto the next step of their life’s 
journey.   

 
 

Public Hearing Continued – Proposed Local Law – Video Conferencing  
 Mayor Picinich began by saying that this public hearing is in reference to a proposed 
local law dealing with video conferencing and just to provide some background, the State of 
New York has made some changes to open meetings law.  This is one of the positive 
outcomes of covid where everyone was functioning under video conferencing, and so our 
State legislature sought to find a way to incorporate video conferencing as appropriate in 
open meetings law.   There are very strict criteria in which people can participate, 
particularly Board members, by video conference.  One of the criteria is adopting a local law 
to enable that and we need it to follow the State criteria.  It is also important to note that a 
question had come up at our last meeting by our Conservation Advisory Council Chair, John 
Rhodes, if all Boards must abide by this legislation.  All decision making Boards must abide 
by this though every meeting is certainly a public meeting.  The decision making Boards 
here in the Village are the Board of Trustees, Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, 
Architectural Review Board, the Board of Assessment Review, and the Recreation 
Commission.   All other meetings are also public so if they are happening on zoom that 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605
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information needs to be published publically.  There were some points of information or 
conversation that we had here at the Board table with reference to this law and one of those 
was in Section A.(4) whereby “the leadership of a public body may require any member 
requesting to participate in a meeting by teleconference to provide documentation, to the 
extent possible, supporting such request and may publicly confirm that such documentation 
was received without publicly stating the contents of such documentation.”  I believe one of 
the reasons why we stated it was important to incorporate this is because if anyone ever 
challenged the video conferencing that we would have the documentation to support that.   
 
 Mr. Singleton said that is correct, but as he had put into a memo to the Board, that 
is not a statutory requirement.  That is what other communities have been doing, but it is 
not statutorily mandated.  
 
 Mayor Picinich said some other points that came up under section A.(9) “The public 
body shall provide that each meeting conducted using videoconferencing shall be recorded 
and such recordings posted or linked on the public website of the Village within five business 
days following the meeting, and shall remain so available for a minimum of five years 
thereafter.”  The question came up as to whether or not we could meet that deadline.  What 
Mr. Brancati indicated was that we could in the short term provide the link to the Facebook 
video and then when the video that is produced is available then that would be substituted.  
The next question resulted in a changed in A.(11) to indicate the Chief Executive Officer of 
Mount Kisco pursuant to executive law, so it specifically referenced the Chief Executive 
Officer.  Lastly, the requirements herein shall be in addition to and not substitution of all 
other applicable laws, rules of procedure, and other governing directives applicable to such 
public bodies of the Village.  There was a question, and what was most important here, was 
to indicate that the rules for each individual body, specifically the rules of procedure for 
each individual body shall remain intact and they are all subject to this local code in 
accordance to State Open Meetings law.  She opened up public comment on this topic at 
this time.  
 
 A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to 
close the public hearing regarding the proposed legislation on video conferencing; all in 
favor: 
 

Motion Adopted  
   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 
   Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye 
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A motion was made by Trustee Bianchi and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Abzun to 
approve the proposed legislation on video conferencing; all in favor: 
 

Motion Adopted  
   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 
   Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye 
 

Westchester Power Update – Dan Welsh 
 
 Dan Welsh of Sustainable Westchester presented the following: 
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1) Communications: 
a. Letter to the Board – Recreation Commission 

 
Ms. Kim Terlizzi read the following: 
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2) Petitions:  
 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 
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4) Village Manager’s Reports: 
a. Water Report 

 
Mr. Brancati began by saying that the total water production for the month of May 

was 46.2 million gallons for a daily average of nearly 1.5 million gallons per day.  This is 
higher than the April production.  The Leonard Park wells were in operation during the 
month and produced 5.8 million gallons of the total monthly production.  Byram Lake began 
and ended the month at 100% capacity.  

 
b. Mobile Shredder 
 

Mr. Brancati advised residents that the mobile shredder would be at the Fox Senior 
Center on Monday June 27th, Tuesday July 19th, and Monday August 22nd from 10:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. on each of these dates.   

 
Mr. Brancati also wanted to remind residents that we are collecting the first half of 

Village taxes throughout this month without penalty by June 30th.  He also mentioned that 
the mileage reimbursement rate was recently changed to .625 cents per mile to remain 
consistent with the same change made by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS).  

 
 

 

5) Board Reports: 
 
Deputy Mayor Abzun began by speaking about the Mount Kisco Arts Council fashion 

show that the Fox Lane High School Senior interns participated in and helped organize.  This 
show included their designs as well as the designs of their peers, which included 70 designs.  
It was a tremendous event and we look forward to working with them again.  She also 
expressed that she enjoyed the first Juneteenth event and is looking forward to what next 
year brings.  

 
Trustee Schleimer began by welcoming Susan Mouris who is the new head of the Fox 

Senior Center.  She continued on to say that early voting is happening now in Village Hall.  
Polls will open on Tuesday for your normal polling place.  She also wanted to mention the 
last concert in Fountain Park, which was a great time by one of the high school bands.  
Trustee Schleimer went on to make note of some webinars presented by the Senior Law 
Day Committee that some residents may be interested in.  She also mentioned a Livable 
Communities Village meet and greet on August 11th in Hartsdale with a special speaker from 
AARP. 

 
Trustee Bianchi began by saying that Westchester County is providing free Beeline 

services through Labor Day.  She also mentioned that Westchester County Parks, Pools, and 
Beaches are looking for summer help for anyone who might be interested.   

 
Trustee Patiño began by saying it’s great to see people in the building and be here.  

She also congratulated all the graduates including all the high schools and colleges.  Trustee 
Patiño said that the work that was done in the promenade was beautiful and is happy that it 
is completed.  She went on to remind the residents of a community meeting being held at 
St. Francis Church for anyone who wants to speak to her or Community Resource Officer 
Ramirez on any issues or concerns in the Village.  She also made that announcement in 
Spanish.  Trustee Patiño also urged residents to visit the farmer’s market; there are a lot of 
vendors with food and great stuff.  Shop local.  
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Mayor Picinich began by saying that the seven day covid positivity rate is 6.7% in 

Westchester County with 37 active cases in the Village.  These are just cases reported 
through PCR testing and do not take into account any home testing.  She reminded 
residents that Village Hall has testing kits available in each office on the first floor.  She 
went on to say that New York State is offering an additional tax rebate credit which you may 
have already received.  Those who are eligible will receive this check without having to do 
anything.  Mayor Picinich also wanted to recognize Aaliyah Thompson who coordinated the 
Juneteenth event and made it come to life.  She looks forward to next year’s event.  She 
also mentioned a Picnic for Pride event sponsored by two churches in the Village and that it 
was a wonderful family event.  She also mentioned the Chalk the Walk event that will be 
happening over the weekend.  Mayor Picinich also advised residents of the primary election 
that is coming up in June, as well as the primary election in August.  All information can be 
found on our website with links to the Board of Election’s website for additional information.  
Mayor Picinich also made mention that the Recreation Department is looking for additional 
staff at the park.   

 
Trustee Patiño also wanted to remind residents that the Mental Health Association 

would be in town this Thursday with their mobile unit.  This is a great way to get some 
mental health treatment or referrals.  

 
 

6) Old Business: 
 

7) New Business: 
 

a. Board Appointment - Planning Board - William Beltran 
 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Abzun and was seconded by Trustee Patiño to 
appoint William Beltran to the Planning Board as a full member for a three-year term; all in 
favor: 
 

Motion Adopted  
   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
   Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 
    
 

b. Board Appointment – Planning Board – Maggie Downey  
 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Patiño to 
appoint Maggie Downey to the Planning Board as a full member for a three-year term; all in 
favor: 

 
Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
   Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  
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Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 
c. Board Appointment – Climate Smart Communities Task Force –  Angie Garcia- 

Guerra 
 

A motion was made by Trustee Patiño and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Abzun to 
appoint Angie Garcia-Guerra to the Climate Smart Communities Task Force; all in favor: 

 
Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
   Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 
 
 Mayor Picinich moved the LOSAP Presentation forward in the agenda since there 
were members of the public present for this matter.  Mr. David Kuritzky addressed the 
Board and gave some background on the request to consider increasing the LOSAP program 
and to add the referendum to the ballot for the general election this November.   
 
The following information was presented:  
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 Trustee Schleimer stated that we should be grateful to the emergency response 
teams who go out of their way to keep us safe, but she is concerned about the financials 
with this proposal.   Mayor Picinich did advise that there is a long-term financial model that 
would allow for this allocation if the referendum passes.  There was a large discussion in 
regards to the financials amongst the Board, Village Manager, Village Treasurer, and 
members of the Fire Department that were present 

 
d. Adopt Proposed Local Law 2022-02 – Chapter 25 – Planning Board 

 
Mayor Picinich began by saying that this local law has to deal with some training 

requirements for Planning Board members along with language for the secretary to be 
appointed by the Village Manager.  At this point, they are not going to reduce the 
membership of the Board.  

 
A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to 

adopt the proposed local law 2022-02 Planning Board; all in favor: 
 

Motion Adopted  
   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
   Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 
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e. Award Contract 2022-08 RTU at 40 Green Street 
 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to 
award Contract #2022-08 for the replacement of the roof top units at 40 Green Street to 
Clean Air Quality Service in the amount of $613,000.00; all in favor: 

 
Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
   Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 
f. Authorize Village Manager to sign MOU and ESA with Westchester Power 

 
A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Abzun and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to 

authorize the Village Manager to sign the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and the 
Electric Service Agreement (ESA) with Westchester Power; all in favor: 

 
Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
   Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 
g. Juneteenth – Village Administrative Group 
 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Bianchi to 
authorize Juneteenth as a paid holiday in the Village/Town of Mount Kisco for the Village 
Administrative Group for the current calendar year; all in favor: 

 
Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
   Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 
h. Juneteenth – Clerical Group 
 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Abzun and was seconded by Trustee Patiño to 
authorize Juneteenth as a paid holiday in the Village/Town of Mount Kisco for the Village 
employees that are members of the collective bargaining unit represented by the United 
Federation of Police Officers, Inc., also known as the  Clerical Group, for the current 
calendar year; all in favor: 
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Motion Adopted  
   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
   Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 
i. LOSAP Audit: MK Volunteer Fire Department 
 

A motion was made by Trustee Bianchi and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 
approve the audit of the LOSAP program for the Mount Kisco Volunteer Fire Department 
(MKVFD); all in favor: 

 
Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
   Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 
j. LOSAP Audits: MK Volunteer Ambulance Corp 

 
A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Patiño to 

approve the audit of the LOSAP program for the Mount Kisco Volunteer Ambulance Corps  
(MKVAC); all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  
   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
   Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 

 
8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 
A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Abzun 

to pay the bills as submitted on June 22, 2022 for the months of May and June 2022 as 
follows: 
 

General Fund      $ 156,044.07 
Water Fund      $ 626,880.51 
Sewer Fund      $   16,407.79 
Library Fund      $   13,575.17 
Capital Fund      $ 635,448.86 
Trust Fund      $    7,034.75 
LOSAP Fund      $   0.00 

      TOTAL         $ 1,455,391.15 
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Trustee Schleimer asked about the following: the musicians playing in the park; 
Richard Alexander, this is for decals for the fleet; Mount Kisco Fire Rescue, annual 
maintenance payment; Northeast Westchester Special Recreation, this is an annual 
payment based on the authorized and approved agreement with the Village; Tax Lien 
redeemed, people paid their liens to avoid foreclosure; Doyle Security Systems, bills for 
monitoring on our pump stations; Joken Development, this is the Byram Lake main project; 
HDR, consulting firm reviewing the Verizon application at 45 Main for the Village and is paid 
out of escrow provided by the applicant and not Village funds.  

 
All in favor: 

 
Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 
   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 
   Trustee Anne B. Bianchi  Aye  

Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 
 

9) Minutes-  
 

10) Non-Local Business - None 
 

11) Public Comment:  
 

Call in#646-558-8656 or 888-788-0099 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605 

Zoom ID:  870 4376 1605  
 
 Mr. Louis Terlizzi began by saying thank you Board of Trustees for allowing me to 
speak.  Our family spent the weekend in the western Catskill Mountains where I observed 
there was an abundance of unspoiled forest land.  I just want to reiterate that here in Mount 
Kisco we only have one remaining, small section of pristine parkland and that is the section 
of Leonard Park.  That is in the section that we are considering placing a 130 foot cell tower 
along with a 550 foot, 12 foot wide partially paved access road with underground, buried 
power lines.  While at Leonard Park the past few weekends, I personally observed that the 
public restroom door located on the exterior of the Memorial Pool Complex has been locked.  
This restroom has been open and available to the public for the past several years.  When 
people complained of this recent condition, a check of the Village’s Recreation page now 
indicates that there are no public restrooms at Leonard Park.  Why has the public restroom 
door been suddenly locked on weekends when park goers such as little league families 
formerly had access?  Who authorized the door to now be locked?   
 
 Mr. Brancati replied not me, not the Assistant Village Manager, not the Village Board.  
 
 Mayor Picinich said that would be a good question for the Recreation Superintendent.  
We will work on this tomorrow 
 
 Mr. Terlizzi continued on to say it is very disturbing that the Village wouldn’t provide 
a restroom or porta-potty.  The law provides that a municipality can deny a cell tower 
application if the proposed site is not considered the least intrusive option to cover a 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605
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significant gap in wireless services.  We have previously requested new coverage data as we 
believe there is no longer a significant gap in personal wireless service coverage, 
particularly in Mount Kisco’s jurisdiction.  This proposed location in Leonard Park is not only 
the most intrusive option that would adversely impact the largest number of people, but will 
also cause the most extensive environmental and ecological damage, and that damage will 
be irreversible.  Again, these are both legally valid reasons for a municipality to deny a cell 
tower application.  At the Leonard Park Q&A session held at the public library on April 30th, I 
requested the Village look into alternate cell coverage solutions including the possibility of 
placing an antenna on the roof of Northern Westchester Hospital Center to satisfy any 
alleged Mount Kisco coverage gap and erecting a tower on Linden Lane to satisfy the 
Bedford coverage gap.  The Mayor said she would have the Village consultants look into it 
and at the June 6th Village Board meeting when I inquired about the status of this as a 
possible solution, the Mayor stated that Homeland did not want to put up two cell towers.  
However, according to the cell tower frequently asked questions document produced by the 
Mayor April 30th, she wrote in short as follows; question- why isn’t the Town of Bedford 
covering this gap in coverage since part of this gap is in Bedford.  The Mayor, part of the 
answer by the Mayor was that ultimately Bedford would have to address this coverage gap.  
Moving this cell tower location from 180 South Bedford Road to Leonard Park would increase 
Bedford’s coverage gap which would thereby necessitate a second tower to be placed in the 
Route 172 South Bedford Road corridor to fill any alleged coverage gaps.  Since two towers 
have to go up anyway why not choose exploring some of the less intrusive options we have 
previously proposed here including the five options proposed by Mr. Grant alone, including 
the business parks, the hospital, and Linden Lane, and not put one in anyone’s backyard or 
anywhere in our beloved and historic deed protected park.  Thank you.  
   

 
There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

regular meeting at 9:20 pm.  
 
 
 
 

_________________________ 
       Edward W. Brancati 
       Village Manager 
 
/lh 


